${legalname}							WHSPRO-310
HEARING CONSERVATION PROCEDURE

Introduction
Excessive noise is known to have a detrimental effect on health and in particular hearing. This procedure outlines the requirements for minimising the effect of noise on ${legalname} workers. The most significant health concern associated with excessive noise exposure is noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) or ‘industrial deafness’.

Scope
This document covers the PCBU, all workers, contractors and visitors to worksites.

Definitions	
Audiometric Test is the testing of a person's ability to hear various sound frequencies
Decibel (dB) is the unit for measuring sound levels
Competent Person to carry out noise assessments Detailed noise assessments shall be carried out by people who, through a combination of training and experience, have acquired the knowledge and skills to competently perform the assessments and to present the results in a manner which will enable the people in the workplace to make the correct decisions on what measures to take to reduce noise.
[bookmark: _Toc265590047]Exposure standard for noise is defined as an LAeq,8h of 85 dB(A) or an LC, peak of 140 dB(C). There are two parts to the exposure standard for noise because noise can either cause gradual hearing loss over a period of time or be so loud that it causes immediate hearing loss.
Hazardous noise means noise that exceeds the exposure standard for noise in the workplace 
Occupational Noise Induced Hearing Loss means hearing impairment arising from exposure to excessive noise at work.
Total daily noise exposure Is the total of a person’s partial noise exposures over a working day.

Roles and Responsibilities
Managers are responsible for:
· Identifying within their area any worker who is, or may be, exposed to excessive noise levels
· Organising a noise assessment where required
· Implementing noise control measures including ensuring workers wear hearing protection where required and that it meets the standard required.
· Provide training and instruction to workers regarding noise reduction and PPE requirements 
· Obtaining audiometric testing for workers where required

Workers are responsible for:
· Reporting any problems with excess noise levels or difficulties hearing 
· wearing personal protective hearing equipment where required
· keep equipment in a well maintained and hygienic manner as stated in the Personal Protective Equipment Policy. 
· attending audiometric hearing testing as required 

Procedure
Noise Identification
Areas should be identified where noise levels may be greater than the levels recommended. An indication to this could be;
· the need to raise your voice to communicate with someone 1 metre away
· a noticed reduction in hearing over the course of a day
· manufacturers information indicating increased noise levels
· ringing in the ears or change of hearing

Noise Assessment
It may be necessary to measure the level of noise to identify if it is greater than recommended levels. This should be conducted by a competent person in assessing noise levels. This will help you determine whether risk control measures are required.
Controlling Noise Exposure
The hierarchy of control should be used to eliminate or control excessive noise. As a last resort hearing protection should be provided for all workers required to work where there has been noise identified as greater than recommended levels. Ensure hearing protection is selected appropriate to the noise levels refer AS 1270.
The following table provides a summary for hearing protection:

	Recommended Class of hearing protector

	Measured exposure
LAeq,8h dB(A)
	Class

	Less than 90
	1

	90 to less than 95
	2

	95 to less than 100
	3

	100 to less than 105
	4

	105 to less than 110
	5



References
SA WHS Act 2012
SA WHS Regulations 2012
AS/NZS 1269 Occupational noise management
AS/NZS 1269.0 Part 0: Overview and general requirements (this Standard)
AS/NZS 1269.1 Part 1: Measurement and assessment of noise emission and exposure
AS/NZS 1269.2 Part 2: Noise control management
AS/NZS 1269.3 Part 3: Hearing protector program
AS/NZS 1269.4 Part 4: Auditory assessment
AS/NZS 1270 Acoustics—Hearing protectors
Code of practice, managing noise and preventing hearing loss at work 
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